
 
February 8 Meeting of the West Berkeley SC Democratic Club 

by 
Tom Starland 

Saturday, February 8 

West Berkeley County Democratic Party Pre-Primary Countdown 2/8/20 at the Berkeley County Library in Goose 
Creek, SC 

First off, I made it to the meeting in good shape, four out of seven members of our extended family have the flu. I had 
skipped a meeting earlier in the week as I didn’t want to spread the flu around. I had a flu shot, but Friday morning I 
felt like a sore throat was coming on, so I hit the trenches running with the medications that usually take care of my 
colds and considering I lost an hour and a half of sleep Friday night/Saturday morning up with one of the Grand boys 
who had a coughing fit and then threw up a bit - Saturday morning I felt pretty good. And, after a hot shower even 
better. Early medications did it for me and Grandpa up watching the second “Jurassic World” movie with the Grand 
boy was all he needed. He made it halfway through before he fell sound asleep. I crawled back in bed at 5:30am and 
later that morning he watched the rest of the movie - for the one thousandth time. 

We had a good group of people at the meeting. We had close to 40 people there today. We had two main speakers 
from Presidential campaigns on the agenda. The first up were representatives for “Black Womxn For” a group who 
was endorsing Sen. Elizabeth Warren. The person who was supposed to speak was running late so others stepped 
up and did it - like all good campaigns, someone is always ready to step up. Black Womxn For 
(https://www.blackwomxnfor.com/fullendorse) is an organizing collective of leaders, activists, artists, writers, and 
political strategists from across the country in the fight for Black Liberation. 
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Next up were people from former VP Joe Biden’s campaign, but he was running late too. So the West Berkeley 
County Dem folks, who were running this meeting, filled in the time with some announcements about what Precinct 
Presidents could be doing during the Primary on Feb. 29, 2020. They handed out T-shirts and badges for Precinct 
Presidents - all things paid for by their groups’ fundraising efforts. And, someone announced that the Berkeley County 
Election Commission is already doing early absentee voting in person at their office at the Berkeley County Voter 
Registration Office, 6 Belt Drive, in Moncks Corner. It’s between the Piggly Wiggly and McDonalds on Hwy. 17 A. 

So you don’t have to wait until Feb. 29 to stand in line to vote, you can stand hopefully in a shorter line and vote early. 
That’s what I’ll be doing as I’ll be working the crowds at Bonneau Beach’s new voting center the Beach’s Civic Club. If 
you’re over 65 you can vote early absentee, or going to be working that day or are going to be out of town. There are 
about ten excuses for early absentee voting. You notice I keep saying early absentee voting - there is no real early 
voting in South Carolina, but if you call it early absentee voting - it works. It’s like putting lipstick on a pig. If it’s 
wearing lipstick it’s not a pig anymore. Isn’t that what Sarah Palin said or something just as silly. So the good thing is 
you can vote Monday if you want and have it all over with until our State Primary in June, by then you’ll be an expert 
with the new voting machines by November. 

SC Rep. Joe Jefferson showed up just before US Representative Emanuel Cleaver, D-MO 5th arrived, who was there 
today to stump for Joe Biden. Rep. Cleaver is in a safe spot where our Impeached President, Donald J. Trump will 
never find him, his district is in Kansas City in the “Show Me Where That Is Again State of Missouri”. Somebody get 
the Impeached President a marker so he can fix that. 

Rep. Cleaver was here to tell us that all things new are not always the best thing. The Ford Edsel was a new car 
design that only lasted for two years, Sony’s Betamax recording system was new, but VHS won that war, and our 
Impeach President, Donald J. Trump doesn’t seem to like the new longer lasting LED light bulbs for some reason. 
And, I mean Trump himself was people trying something new and different. And, where did that get us? So according 
to Rep. Jefferson and Rep. Cleaver - old uncle Joe Biden is what you call the old reliable thing. He’s been tested and 
the US Senate is about to run him and his son over the hot coals a few times - like they did Hillary. 

And, oh yes, Randy was there for Rep. Tulsi Gabbard. No campaign could have a more loyal supporter. 

I’m not going to put my 2 cents into the mix because it really doesn’t matter - we’re all going to vote for the last person 
standing. 

Precinct Presidents (I still like to say Captains) got T-shirts and badges saying, “Precinct President” so we can be 
official looking. I know, you’re all thinking of the movie where a bandit tells someone after being asked where’s your 
badge, “We don’t need no stinking badges”. But we do or else anyone could say they’re the Precinct President and 
then where would we be? I myself would be happy as I wish someone else would step forward to be our Precinct 
President - cause there’s someone out there making the title of President a bad word. 

I’m not going to go into our plans on Primary Day as that’s our biz and no one else’s - there are spies out everywhere 
- ours was at our meeting today. I’m wondering what’s up with that - is that person working both sides? 

It was a good day for me as I wasn’t sick and two folks, Tom & Thayer, who came to our Fish Fry last year from 
Bonneau Beach came today and they seem ready to jump in the mix. They’re going to help me pass out info on 
Primary Day. And I got a compliment from someone about my posts on Facebook, which turned out to be someone I 
met after the MLK march in Moncks Corner, someone I had then Friended on Facebook, but hadn’t put two and two 
together to make four until later when I got home. I sent an Instant Message to who I thought it was and I was right. It 
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was Tomeaka. I have a hard time remembering people’s names, even though some people think I know everyone by 
my writings, but I really have a hard time with names of people I first meet. I think today’s encounter will do it for 
Tomeaka and myself and Tom and Thayer. 

We still have room for more people to come forward and be Precinct Presidents. There are something like 95 
precincts in Berkeley County and we have less than half covered. You can find out where your polling place is by 
visiting (https://www.scvotes.org/). We really need people who live in Upper Berkeley County to step forward. Keep 
an eye out for the new Upper Berkeley County Dems Facebook page. 

Slowly but surely this Berkeley County Democratic Party family is coming together by working to win in November. 
Which reminds me, the BCDP website (https://berkeleydems.com/) has been updated, we’re taking email addresses 
there and getting our lists organized. I know sometimes it doesn’t seem that way at the meetings, but the group has 
come a long way from when I first showed up at a meeting. Not that I’ve made any difference - all credit goes to our 
Impeached President, Donald J. Trump. What’s that they used to say sarcastically about Obama? Thanks Trump! 

Showing up at meetings is how you get involved - you show up and they’ll find something for you to do. It’s a lot of 
work sometimes and a lot of fun at times, but unlike Sen. Mitt Romney, I won’t have to worry about what my Grand 
boys will know about what I did when our country was threatened to lose the Democracy we have built up for all these 
years. They already know that Grandpa has another meeting to go to and another event. They’ve seen the pictures. 
One day they were looking at photos I took at the Blue Jamboree and they saw Tom Steyer and they said that’s the 
guy on TV. I told them he was at the event I was at and I took the photo just a few feet away from him and they were 
WOW he’s on TV all the time. They know I’m doing something important. I know I’m doing something important and 
soon like President George W. Bush said after 9/11 - the whole world is going to know we’re doing something 
important and they will thank us throughout time as they learn just how important it was. Making a BIG BLUE WAVE 
wash this country clean. Come join us. 

The next meeting of the Berkeley County Democratic Party will be on Saturday, Feb. 15, at Heart to Heart Ministries, 
104 Behrman Street in Moncks Corner, SC 29461, from 10am-11:30am. 

And, mark your calendars now for March 14, 2020, that’s the day the BCDP Precinct ReOrganization and County 
Convention takes place at Berkeley Middle School on 320 N. Live Oak Drive in Moncks Corner (that’s Hwy. 17A). It 
will last from 10am to 2pm and is very important for every Democrat in Berkeley County to show up and participate. 
Well maybe not all 30,000 of you. That’s how many people voted for Hillary in 2016, so you’re not alone folks and I’d 
say today there are probably closer to 40,000 Democrats out there with the new growth in Berkeley County. So let’s 
say the people who want to roll up their sleeves and get to work should show up on March 14. We could handle 
10,000 or even 15,000. Try us and see if we can - you might be surprised. We’re just waiting for you to show up. 
That’s right I’m talking to you. 
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